Conway Township Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

December 14, 2009


1. Call to Order and Pledge to the Flag:

Chairperson Dennis Bowdoin called the Conway Township Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was performed.

2. Minutes from the Nov. 9, 2009 Meeting:

Minutes from the 11/09/09 meeting were read. John Harless made a motion to accept the minutes; Cindy Dickerson 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  The next meeting is scheduled for January 14th at 7:30 p.m. 

3. Call To Public:

a) No response.

4. Communications:

a)  Dennis Bowdoin reported on an article in the Michigan Township News on “Targeting Assessing for Uniformity.”

5.  Land Division:

a)   Clarence and Rosa Freyaldenhoven, at 10675 Nicholson Road, Parcel 4701-08-200-001, requested to split off a 4.735 acre parcel.  John Harless moved to recommend that the Board approve the split, and also recommended that a statement be added to the legal description of the Survey that the drive located on the South Boundary is an unauthorized easement, which belongs to Clarence Freyaldenhoven.  Scott Buell 2nd.  Four in favor; one opposed.  Cindy Dickerson abstained.  Motion passed.

6. Old and New Business
a) Commissioner’s Section Report

1) Section 1 – nothing to report

2) Section 2 – nothing to report

3) Section 3 – nothing to report

4) Section 4 and 5 – Wellman place sold and someone else has moved in

5) Section 6 – nothing to report

6) Section 7 – nothing to report

7) Sections 8-9 – nothing to report

b) Update from Board

1) Need Board of Review person.  Still an open item.

2) Land Division-11711 Mohrle Road.  Board approved.

3) File cabinets.  Need extras.

4) Special Use Permit – Mr. Wise.  Board approved.

5) 9696 Nicholson Road.  Jeff Soli is investigating.

c) John Harless-Workshop Report.  

1) John attended a 3½ hour class on alternative energy for home use.  He shared information about small home wind turbines and solar and outside wood burning units.  Also DTE Energy has available websites on solar energy.

2) John also reported on attending a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) meeting on 11/4.  The ZBA approved a variance for a pole barn for Matthew Raymond.

d) Wind Turbine Ordinance.  Cindy Dickerson reported that the Board requested that the Planning Commissioners further discuss set back distance for wind turbines.  The Planning Commissioners will review further.

e) Cindy Dickerson – Reports on Retention and Cemetery Work Shop.  Cindy went to a cemetery workshop last week and learned that the Township should have a Cemetery Ordinance for liability purposes.  

f) Discuss annual report – Due in January.  Dennis Sommer has been requested to summarize the highpoints of the 2009 Planning Commission meetings.

g) Glen Mary – Mark Leahy Habitat for Humanity.  Cindy Dickerson reported that Habitat for Humanity has purchased three sites at Glen Mary and that the Howell School Student Building Trades Class has built a house that will be moved to one of the three sites at that location.

7.   Call to the Public:
        No response 

8.  General Discussion:

None.

9.  Adjournment:

· Four residents in attendance.

· Board Members present:  Scott Buell, Dennis Sommer, George Pushies, Cindy Dickerson, Dennis Bowdoin, and John Harless. Londa Horton absent.  Conway Township Supervisor Mike Rife and Board Member Larry Parsons were also present.  A motion was made by George Pushies to adjourn, Scott Buell, 2nd.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:  Dennis Sommer 
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